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Prof. Dr. Dawood Abdulmalek

Al-Hidabi tMalaysia) Editorial:
Editor-in-Chief

All praise is due to Allah, who has entrusted humankind with stewardship of
the earth, endowed people with the capacity to cultivate it through knowledge
and action, and made responsibility a trust, justice a standard, and benevolence
a path towards building prosperous and sustainable societies.

By the grace and guidance of Allah, we are pleased to present to readers,
researchers, and decision-makers the fifth issue of the Arab Journal of
Social Responsibility. This issue continues the Journal’s scholarly mission of
disseminating specialised knowledge, strengthening the presence of Arab
scholarship in the fields of social responsibility and sustainable development,
and building bridges between theoretical knowledge and institutional practice,
as well as between researchers and stakeholders committed to serving people
and society.

An examination of the evolution of social responsibility shows that, over recent
years, it has moved beyond a focus on charitable initiatives and fragmented
voluntary activities towards a more comprehensive conception encompassing
governance, strategy, risk management, due diligence, disclosure, and the
measurement of outcomes and impact. Organisations are no longer assessed
solely by the good intentions they proclaim or by the number of initiatives they
implement. Rather, they are judged by the extent to which those initiatives
respond to genuine societal needs, their capacity to generate lasting change,
the transparency with which they disclose their results and challenges, and
their willingness to assume responsibility for the consequences of their
decisions and operations.

Yet this transition towards governance, measurement, and regulation must
not sever social responsibility from its ethical and value-based foundations.
Measurement is no substitute for values, disclosure is no substitute for
performance, and law is no substitute for conscience. Rather, these are
complementary instruments that enable organisations to translate the values
of justice, benevolence, and trustworthiness into policies, practices, and
tangible outcomes in people’s lives.

Against this backdrop, the studies in this issue approach social responsibility
as an integrated system that begins with human beings, their values, and
their needs, and extends to organisations, markets, law, education, culture,
development projects, and the built environment. Although these studies
address diverse themes and contexts, they converge around one fundamental
question: How can social responsibility move from rhetoric and activity to
trust, well-being, transparency, and sustainable impact?

The diversity of the contributions further reveals the interdisciplinary and
integrative nature of social responsibility. It intersects with management,
education, law, accounting, marketing, culture, engineering, and project
management. Societal challenges cannot be adequately understood, nor can
sustainable solutions be developed, through a single discipline or sector. We
therefore need interdisciplinary research that combines specialist knowledge
with a holistic perspective; connects people, institutions, and the environment;
and links values with systems, initiatives with results, and the present with the
future.

al-Hidabi@arjournalsr.com
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The studies in this issue also affirm that effective social responsibility rests on
a set of mutually reinforcing foundations: clarity of purpose, rigorous needs
assessment, stakeholder engagement, transparency, data quality, contextual
relevance, monitoring, verification, continuous learning, and sustained impact.
Whenever one of these foundations is absent, social responsibility is more
likely to be reduced to an episodic activity, a public-relations exercise, or a
formalistic mode of compliance that delivers no meaningful benefit to people.
In our Arab and Islamic societies, we possess a rich ethical heritage capable
of supporting this transformation. Trustworthiness requires honest disclosure;
justice requires the protection of rights; ihsan, understood as excellence
and benevolence, requires going beyond minimum compliance; honouring
commitments requires organisations to fulfil what they publicly promise;
cooperation requires building partnerships; and accountability requires
accepting responsibility for the consequences of decisions. As the Qur’an
states: “Indeed, Allah commands justice and excellence” (al-Nahl 16:90).
Accordingly, what our institutions require is not merely an increase in the
number of initiatives, reports, conferences, and projects, but an improvement
in their quality; closer alignment with priorities; systematic measurement of
outcomes; transparent disclosure of successes and shortcomings; learning
from experience; and assurance that their benefits endure.

Funding, implementing, and research institutions should likewise collaborate
to establish shared databases, indicators, and monitoring systems that reduce
fragmented effort and project duplication, while directing resources towards
the fields and groups of greatest need and priority.

This underscores the role of scientific research as an instrument for improving
decisions and practice, rather than as an end detached from people’s lived
realities. High-quality research helps us understand a problem, select an
appropriate intervention, monitor its implementation, verify its results, correct
its course, and assess its impact. Knowledge does not realise its full value until
itis translated into benefit, and an initiative does not realise its full value unless
it leaves a sustainable impact.

As we conclude this editorial, we extend our sincere appreciation to the
researchers whose work has enriched this issue, to the reviewers, to the
members of the advisory and editorial boards, and to everyone who contributed
to bringing this scholarly publication to completion. We hope that researchers,
practitioners, and decision-makers will find in the studies presented here
insights that support the development of policies and practices, the building of
more responsible and transparent institutions, and the design of projects and
initiatives that are more closely attuned to human needs and better able to
sustain their benefits.

We pray that Allah makes this endeavour beneficial, that it contributes to
embedding a culture of responsibility and accountability, and that it supports
the building of societies governed by justice, benevolence, and cooperation;
societies in which human dignity and well-being are realised, and resources are
protected and managed sustainably.

And Allah is the Grantor of success.
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