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Mohamed Ahmed AL-Murisi

The Role of Cultural Events and Scientific Conferences in

e e Sl Rl Advancing Social Responsibility and Sustainable Development:
An Evidence-Sensitive Analytical Framework for Sustaining
Impact in the Arab Context

Abstract

Purpose: This study examines how cultural events and scientific conferences
contribute to social responsibility and sustainable development, focusing on
the conditions under which their outputs endure beyond the “organisational
moment.” It also develops an evidence-sensitive analytical framework tailored
to the Arab context.

Design/methodology/approach: An exploratory qualitative multiple-case
design was combined with document analysis and directed content analysis.
Six cases held in 2025 were examined, with documentary follow-up through
31 July 2026. The analysis distinguished evidence of occurrence and outputs
from evidence of outcomes and causal impact, and used source triangulation,
within-case analysis, cross-case comparison, and qualitative evidence and
claim ladders.

Findings: Three dominant but overlapping patterns emerged: a normative
pattern generating reference documents; a network pattern building
relationships and partnerships; and a mobilisation pattern raising awareness
and issuing recommendations. Event size and attendance were insufficient
indicators of sustained impact. Documentary sustainability was more closely
associated with institutionalisation, follow-up architecture, contextual fit, and
independent verifiability. The cases also revealed a recurring gap between
dense activity and limited public evidence of outcomes, as well as substantial
limits to directly transferring Western SROI financial proxies to Arab settings.
Originality/value: The study proposes the Event Impact Sustainability
Framework, comprising four linked dimensions—Intent, Contextualisation,
Verification and Legacy—and operationalises it through an indicator matrix, a
maturity rubric and a pre-event/during-event/post-event improvement cycle.
The framework is explicitly presented as a conceptual and practical prototype
requiring future empirical validation.

Keywords: social responsibility; sustainable development; cultural events;
scientific conferences; social impact measurement; event sustainability; 1SO
20121; culture and development.
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