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Maryam Hamad Ahmed
Al-Misifri Al-Hajri Corporate Social Responsibility of Foreign Companies in the

(Qatar) State of Qatar: From Voluntariness to Due Diligence and
Maryamalhajri90@outlook.com Mandatory Sustainability Disclosure
A Comparative Analytical Legal Study

Abstract:

This study analyses the legal framework governing the corporate social
responsibility (CSR) of foreign companies in the State of Qatar and assesses
the extent to which it has moved from voluntary initiatives and corporate
philanthropy towards a more binding architecture based on environmental
and labour compliance, sustainability governance, due diligence, and
disclosure of environmental, social and governance (ESG) risks and impacts.
The study adopts a doctrinal and analytical legal method, supported by a
functional comparison with the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business
and Human Rights, the 2023 OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises
on Responsible Business Conduct, the ILO Tripartite Declaration concerning
Multinational Enterprises, 1SO 26000, and legislative developments in
France, Germany and the European Union, together with a Gulf and Arab
comparative dimension. It examines the relevant Qatari instruments current
to 9 August 2026, including the Permanent Constitution, Law No. 1 of
2019 regulating the investment of non-Qatari capital, Decree-Law No. 30
of 2002 on Environmental Protection, Labour Law No. 14 of 2004 and the
2020 reform package, the statutory 2.5% contribution imposed on certain
listed shareholding companies under Law No. 13 of 2008 as amended, the
Governance Code for Companies Listed on the Main Market issued by QFMA
Board Decision No. 5 of 2025, and the Authority’s guidance on the application
of IFRS S1 and IFRS S2.

The findings show a multilayered framework with increasingly robust sectoral
instruments: for listed companies and regulated financial institutions,
sustainability is now embedded in board responsibilities, risk governance and
annual reporting. Nevertheless, the framework remains fragmented across
statutes and regulators, and Qatar has not yet adopted a general, cross-sector,
risk-based due diligence duty applicable to large companies, including foreign
corporate groups, covering their own operations, subsidiaries and value chains
and supported by grievance, remedy and independent assurance mechanisms.
The study further shows that the two instruments most often invoked in
Qatari CSR discourse - the mandatory 2.5% contribution and ISSB-aligned
sustainability disclosure - are confined to listed shareholding companies and
therefore do not, of themselves, reach most foreign companies operating
in the market. The study proposes a proportionate Qatari legislative model
combining size- and risk-based scope, board accountability, due diligence,
stakeholder engagement, internationally aligned disclosure, proportionate
enforcement, and incentives linked to public procurement and sustainable
finance. Its principal contribution lies in integrating investment law, corporate
social responsibility, sustainability governance and human rights due diligence
into a single implementable legal framework for Qatar, and in reading the
European “simplification” wave of 2025-2026 as a lesson in proportionality
rather than a retreat from principle.

Keywords: Corporate social responsibility; Foreign companies; Due diligence;

Business and human rights; Sustainability disclosure; ESG governance; Qatar.
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